22,237 acres

have been mined and
reclaimed so far in
North Dakota
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1.) OBTAIN MINING RIGHTS

The first step for the company is to obtain the land and
mineral rights of the property they plan to mine. They also
collect baseline ecological data on the property.

3.) REMOVE TOPSOIL AND SUBSOIL

Subsoil and topsoil must be removed. The dirt is then
either spread onto reclaimed land or saved to spread
at a later date.

5.) GRADE SPOILS

The spoils are usually graded toward the active pit.
Once graded, the spoils must mimic the original lay
of the land and be approved by the PSC before
subsoil and topsoil can be spread.

7.) OBTAIN BOND RELEASE

Ten years after mining has ended, the land

is eligible for bond release. To qualify, the land

must be as productive as it was prior to mining.
Wildlife, wetlands, trees and other ecological
material is also reviewed.
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